GEORGE THE THIRD
Two days later the King sent his reply to this Minute. He was
glad to find that the Bill was to be dropped, and stated his appreci-
ation of the way in which the Ministers had respected his own
feelings in this matter; but he was bound to regret that his
Ministers reserved to themselves the right to raise at any time
matters which they knew were * so decidedly contrary to his
principles'; and he therefore concluded with a re-statement of
his own case.
The King, therefore, considers it due to himself, and consistent with
the fair and upright conduct which it has been and ever will be his
object to observe towards every one, to declare at once, most un-
equivocally, that upon this subject his sentiments never can change;
that he cannot even agree to any concessions to the Catholics which
his confidential servants may in future ever propose to him; and
that under these circumstances, and after what has passed, his mind
cannot be at ease unless he shall receive a positive assurance from
them which shall effectually relieve him from all future appre-
hensions.
Such an assurance Grenville and his friends felt that they could not
give. In the evening of the I7th, the day on which the King had
sent his reply to their Minute, they met in Spencer's house to
draft a further Minute. It closed the door to any possible adjust-
ment of the situation.
. . . They beg leave to represent to Your Majesty, that at the time
when Your Majesty was graciously pleased to call them to your
* councils, no assurance was required from them inconsistent with
those duties which are inseparable from that station. Had any such
assurance been then demanded, they must have expressed with all
humility- and duty the absolute impossibility of their thus fettering
the free exercise of their judgement. Those who are entrusted by
Your Majesty with the administration of your extensive empire,
are bound by every obligation to submit to Your Majesty, without
reserve, the best advice which they can frame to meet the various
exigencies and dangers of the times.
On the following day Grenville went to the King to explain the
position which he and his colleagues had taken up; and without
resentment or rancour told George that they could never with-
draw from the position. ' Then I must look about me,' said the
King.
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